
January 2022 

Happy New Year to the Parish families of St. Thomas More (STM), 

As we begin a new year as a faith community, I want to ask an important question: “What now?” 

It’s not a strange question to any of us. It is very likely you asked this question at your high school or college 
graduation: “What now?” The answer you gave has become the life you’ve lived. 

When the pandemic exploded across the world, everyone was asking, “What now?” The pandemic season has 
created uncertainties the likes of which none of us has ever seen before. 

But life is like this, isn’t it?  A combination of many different seasons, some smooth and effortless while 
others are rough and difficult. Long ago, the writer of Ecclesiastes framed the same challenge with the oft-
repeated observation: “There’s a season for everything” (Eccl. 3:1ff). 

Whatever the season, each one is an opportunity to ask, “What now?” 

In prior seasons of our church’s wonderful history, we have asked this question or similar ones. 

In the winter of 1993, for example, Fr. Jerry Riney asked, “What now?” Parish families joined together and 
prayed. God responded to our prayers and the beautiful church we enjoy today was built. 

Again, in 2009, Fr. Pat Reynolds asked, “What now?” The result was the Envision the Future capital campaign 
and the building of our beautiful Chapel. 

Lately, I’ve been feeling God is leading us into a new season where once again we ask, “What now?” 
Therefore, I recently assembled a representative group of our parishioners (see below for their names), many 
of whom had approached me already expressing their hopes and dreams about the church’s future and how 
they might be involved. Together, they asked, “What Now? What is God leading STM to do in a post-
pandemic world?” 

Our conversations were spirited and Holy Spirit-guided. And I discovered an interesting thing: their dreams 
are very similar to dreams shared by many of our parish families. For instance, like generations of Catholics 
before them, these parish families want to raise their children to be engaged with their faith and involved with 
their church. To help accomplish this dream, they envision STM building… 

A Multi-Generational Activity Center 

In a world where our children and youth are exposed to many frightful and negative influences, creating a 
safe, secure place where they might regularly gather is compelling to them and to me, too. 

Further, if you’ve been around for a while, you’ll recognize their dreams shared by those who have been here 
since the church’s earliest days. Our church’s Master Plan, for example, calls for the building of both a Chapel 
and a Youth Ministry/Activity Center. The Envision the Future capital campaign resulted in building the Chapel 
but the Youth Center was postponed to another season. These representative leaders expressed their desire to 
see the Master Plan completed with this one primary distinction: they feel we should build a multi-
generational activity center that would serve the needs of you but also the needs of all ages.  Imagine… 

• Plenty of meeting rooms so Faith Formation Classes may be held at STM instead of St. Mary 
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• Additional meeting space for Bible study groups, fellowship, and other gatherings. 
• A gym for basketball and volleyball games, leagues, and tournaments. 
• Space for the Knights of Columbus to meet as well as other organizations. 
• Restroom facilities, lockers/showers for retreats, a kitchen area, and plenty of storage space. 

The spiritual impact a facility like this would have on the lives of our children, youth, and families may be 
hard to predict but it is certainly exciting to me to imagine. It would be a safe and wholesome gathering place 
for after school activities, a place to play games together, attend Faith Formation classes, and all of this while 
growing and developing into exemplary Christians and lifelong Catholics. 

But this is not all that they are dreaming. These parish families also want to see… 

Church Enhancements and the Re-Purposing of Existing Space 

They envision, for example, stained-glass windows installed in our beautiful church. I know many of you 
share this dream because you have said so on many occasions. Although magnificent already, stained-glass 
windows would enrich the beauty of the nave and strengthen that sacred feeling we have when we enter. 

They further dream of updating and/or re-designing some existing space to better meet today’s needs. For 
example, they see STM having… 

• A well-equipped library/media center with resources to enrich the spiritual lives of parishioners. 
• An enlarged Nursery/Preschool space with enhanced security systems to protect infants/children. 
• Expanded parking areas, making entrance into the church easier and more accessible to all. 

How much would these dreams likely cost? Perhaps $3 to $5 million. We do not know this just yet, but we 
will know if and/or when an architect is engaged. First, however, I want to hear from you. Do you share 
similar dreams for STM? What is God leading STM to do as we prepare for the future? What now?” 

To facilitate your response to this question, we’ve engaged Generis, a parish support firm that has guided 
other parishes in our Diocese facing similar opportunities. Generis will interview several households. All 
others will be invited to complete an online survey. In either instance, this is an opportunity to give voice to 
your hopes and dreams for STM’s ministry going forward. 

May God direct your responses so that, together, the parish families of STM may boldly follow God’s will 
into the future. 

Happy New Year to each of you, 

Fr. Brad 
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August 1, 2022 – Capital Campaign Vision Team update 

 

The past several months have been filled with activity by the Capital Campaign Vision Team - and it’s 
time for an update!  

We conducted interviews with heads of all ministries to obtain their feedback, hopes, and dreams for 
existing and potential new space for their ministries.  

Here’s the process we have followed: 

First, we held two listening sessions in July for parents and high school youth regarding potential 
children’s, middle and high school, young adult, and family ministries. Before considering new or 
improved facilities for these groups, we know we must build programs to enhance engagement and 
involvement. Recognizing that all things MUST be rooted in prayer, we are seeking committed and 
supportive adults to surround our young people at St. Thomas More. We are assembling Prayer 
Champions to commit to praying for at least one student from our parish throughout the school year. To 
sign up to be a Prayer Champion, please go to this link, https://forms.gle/JfWoPsZPwewBzQaL6 or 
contact Jill at the parish office, (270) 534-9000, ext. 211.   

Second, we have asked the professionals to first review and utilize the existing space that we have to 
propose some initial designs. This is where we are at this time.  A review of current space and how that 
facility space is being utilized will help us know whether changes need to be made or if new construction 
should take place.  If it is determined that our objectives cannot be fulfilled in the current space or a 
repurposing of existing space, then a new building may be recommended. The team is meeting with 
contractors and an architect to review the possibilities. 

We have compiled comments and information from interviews, meetings, and listening sessions and, 
along with the data from the feasibility study survey, all options are under consideration and we will 
keep you and the parish posted as the plan going forward becomes clearer to us.  

Meanwhile, we ask that you continue to pray for these efforts and we encourage you to recite with us 
the prayer below, a prayer we created early in our work to remind us that it is the Holy Spirit who is 
guiding us and who will reveal the pathway forward for our parish, St. Thomas More:  

Heavenly Father, Divine Architect, Creator of our Human Family; Risen Jesus, 
Cornerstone of our Faith, Lover of us all; Spirit of Wisdom, Builder of community, Our 
Inspiration and Guide; You call us to build up Your Kingdom. Bless us with generous 
hearts, open minds, greater unity, renewed vision, as we seek to grow our faith 
community for celebration and worship. May it be a home where all are welcomed, 
nourished, and empowered to be Christ for others. Amen. 


